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Pharmaceutical companies
are digging in their heels to an
Obama proposal to make them
justify drug costs. PAGE A6

EDITORIAL

Big Pharma must reveal
the costs of R&D

Security cameras, keeping out
persons linked with criminal
activity among ideas floated
to improve safety. PAGE B1

PITTSFIELD

Skate park security
changes considered

Industry officials are taking
longer to install automatic
braking in cars than safety
advocates would like. PAGE A5

BUSINESS

Automatic braking
in cars is taking time

IS183program, launched
in 2007, provides arts
enrichment opportunities
to Berkshire students. PAGE B1

10X10

Learning Through Arts
works take center stage

By Derek Gentile

dgentile@berkshireeagle.com
@DerekGentile on Twitter

EGREMONT» First responders and fire-
fighters in town are now poised to help
in cases involving a heroin overdose or
severe allergic reaction.
Following discussions with Fairview

Hospital and several hours of train-
ing, the Egremont Fire Department
is equipped with the opioid overdose
drug naloxone, known by its brand
name Narcan.

It also will be carrying EpiPens,
an injectable form of epinephrine.
EpiPens are used to treat anaphylaxis,
a potentially life-threatening condition
that can occur in people allergic to bee
stings or peanuts, for example.
The decision to carry Narcan was

not precipitated by any specific rash
of drug overdoses, according to David

Katzenstein, medical director of the
Egremont Fire Department.
He noted the department also covers

MountWashington, which has tourist
attractions like Bash Bish Falls, as well
as CampHi-Rock, a summer camp that
often has 400-500 attendees.
“The guys were concerned about re-

sponse time,” Katzenstein said. “Fire-
fighters are usually the first ones to
arrive. Although our ambulance ser-
vice is really fast, sometimes that ex-
tra minute or so can save a life.”

EGREMONT

1st responders now carry Narcan, EpiPens
Decision driven by concern over response time to remote areas
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The Pittsfield Park Commission is reviewing plans for long-term improvements to Springside House and Springside Park in
Pittsfield. The house was formerly known as the Frank and William Davol House. The draft of a master plan urges a reversal
of “years of reduced maintenance” at the park and house.

The draft plan calls for increased collaboration with
Springside’s stakeholder groups in order to reduce
renovation and maintenance costs.

By Jim Therrien

jtherrien@berkshireeagle.com
@BE_therrien on Twitter

PITTSFIELD » The Park
Commission has received
a draft of a master plan for
improvements to Spring-
side Park, which members
are expected to review for
possible changes and dis-
cuss during the commis-
sion’s March meeting.
The commission also re-

ceived a request this week
to rename Highland Park
to honor the late Christo-
pher Porter, was briefed on
a plan to install 10 “book
houses” within city parks
to promote the exchange
of books and literacy, and
tentatively approved a fun-
draising event with music
and beer and wine sales in

July at The Common.
City Open Space and

Natural Resource Man-
ager James McGrath told
commissioners that a first
draft of a master plan for
improving Springside Park
has been completed. The
draft was developed with
help from Springside Park
Conservancymembers and
others, he said, noting the
role of current commis-
sion member Joseph Dur-
win in fostering a collabor-
ative effort.
McGrath said the draft

plan “is not heavy on data,”
focusing instead onbroader
goals for park improve-
ments over a multiyear pe-
riod. It breaks the 238-acre
park into nine sectors and
identifies improvements

PITTSFIELD

SPRINGSIDE PARK
PLAN SUBMITTED

By Bob Dunn

bdunn@berkshireeagle.com
@BobDunn413 on Twitter

PITTSFIELD» A city man faces fraud and larceny
charges for allegedly overbilling MassHealth
about $47,000 for his adult brother’s care.
Frederick Phillips, 55, simultaneously billed

the state for personal care attendant and adult
foster care services for his sibling over a nearly
three-year period, according to the state Attorney
General’s office, which is prosecuting the case.
The allegations came to light afterMassHealth

received information that Phillips was both his
brother’s PCA surrogate and his AFC caretaker
and knowingly billed for both programs between
March 2011 and November 2013, in violation of
MassHealth’s regulations.
“MassHealth provides critical health care ser-

vices forpeoplewhootherwise cannot afford them,”
saidAttorneyGeneralMauraHealy in a statement.
“Weallege that this individual exploited this system
and defrauded taxpayers, while at the same time
diverting resources from those in need.”

PITTSFIELD

AG: $47K
in illegal
health
charges

By Tony Dobrowolski

tdobrowolski@berkshireeagle.com
@TonyDobrow on Twitter

PITTSFIELD » Groundbreaking for the Berkshire
Innovation Center could occur by the end of June,
the president of the center’s board of directors
said on Wednesday.
Andwhile officials are still working on ways to

close a $600,000 funding gap between the struc-
ture’s actual and estimated construction costs,
the head of the Pittsfield Economic Development
Authority said that work is almost completed.
“We’ve been diligently working with our en-

gineers to redefine and analyze the bids for the
building design so they can get a grip on the ac-
tual gaps in funding and make the ask,” Exec-
utive Director Cory Thurston said at the PEDA
board’s first meeting of 2016.
An agreement on how to proceed has been

drawn up, and those plans have been reviewed
with Pittsfield Mayor Linda M. Tyer and the new
city administration, Thurston said.
The technology/training center that will be lo-

cated at the 52-acreWilliamStanley Business Park
of the Berkshires, is considered a key to the 52-acre
site’s future development. PEDA is the quasi-pub-
lic agency that oversees the park’s development.

PITTSFIELD

Innovation Center
groundbreaking
forecast for June

Pittsfield man faces fraud,
larceny charges for allegedly
overcharging MassHealth for
brother’s care over 3-year period
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For information about local support
programs, go to www.learntocope.com.
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The draft plan “is not heavy on
data,” focusing instead on broader
goals for park improvements over
a multiyear period.

‘New vision’: Draft eyes collaboration, end to ‘reduced maintenance’
Other business: Request to rename Highland Park for Chris Porter
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Area
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The 200,000-square-foot
center is a private-public
partnership between PEDA
and the city of Pittsfield
that is run by the Berkshire
Innovation Center Inc., an
independent nonprofit or-
ganization.
Groundbreaking was

originally scheduled to
take place last fall, with the
opening slated for this Oc-
tober. But constructionwas
delayed when the funding
gap surfaced.
The low bid submitted

to the city in September
was $7.1 million — some
$600,000 more than the
$6.5 million that was es-
timated for construction
costs. The gap was attrib-
uted to a burst in con-
struction activity that had
caused costs in that field to
skyrocket in the two years
since the BIC’s original
feasibility study had been
completed.
Because the initial con-

struction bids were too
high, the project will have
to be sent out to bid again,
a process that takes 45
days.
“The city and BIC are in

agreement on the numbers

and theways to address the
challenges we’re facing,”
said Steven Boyd, president
of the center’s board of di-
rectors, via email. “The BIC
is engaged with state agen-
cies and is in discussions
with the appropriate pub-
lic officials to resolve the
problem and get the proj-
ect back on track.
“It could take several

weeks to another few
months for these discus-
sions to play out and de-
termine a specific funding
plan,” he said.
Tyer took office on Jan. 4.

Boyd said both the mayor
and the city administra-
tion have “expressed their
strong support of the BIC
and are working hand-in-
hand with our BIC leader-
ship team and the state leg-
islative delegation to close
the funding gap and move
the project forward as soon
as possible.”
“There’s certainly an air

of confidence about the
ability to solve that issue
and get the bids back out in
the marketplace.” he said.
During the meeting

Thurston said construc-
tion could begin early in
the second quarter of 2016.
But Boyd said the ground-
breaking would take place
later in that timeframe.
“Depending on exactly

when the construction
bids go out, it is possible
that groundbreaking could
take place before the end
of the second quarter 2016,”
Boyd said. “However, all of
those dates are dependent
upon prompt resolution of
the funding gap.
“There is no exact date

until the funding gap is re-
solved,” he said. “However,
it is our hope that we can
go to construction bid by
the second quarter.”
In December, Boyd said

the center would be com-
pleted by Jan. 1, 2017, but
added that date repre-
sented “a very aggressive
timetable.”
On Wednesday, he said

the current timetable calls
for construction to be com-
pleted during the second
quarter of 2017.
Although the construc-

tion schedule has yet to be
set, activities conducted by
the BIC’s board remain in
“full swing,” according to
Thurston.
They include the spon-

sorship of a recent robot-
ics event, and seminars, in-
cluding a speaking engage-
ment with one of the BIC’s
partner organizations at
Berkshire Community Col-
lege on Feb. 24.
“They’re not sitting still,

but we want to get that in

the ground as soon as pos-
sible,” Thurston said.
In other business, PEDA

board Chairman Maurice
Callahan said Tyer is re-
viewing candidates for the
two vacant seats on PEDA’s
11-member board and ex-
pects to bring names for-
ward for approval by the
City Council soon.
The vacancies occurred

when Patrick Reuss left the
area to take a job in Con-
necticut, and when for-
mer Mayor Daniel L. Bian-
chi was defeated by Tyer
in the general election last
November.
Unlike Bianchi and his

immediate predecessor,
former Mayor James M.
Ruberto, Tyer has said that
she does not plan to serve
as a PEDA board member.
In a statement, Tyer said

she plans to formally com-
municate these appoint-
mentswith the PEDAboard
within the next week.
“I am in the process of

considering candidates
for the PEDA board,” she
said. “The goal is to have
the right mix of experi-
ence and perspective. As
soon as appointments are
solidified, I will be happy
to share more.”

Contact Tony Dobrowolski
at 413 496-6224.

Center
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that would benefit each, he
said.
The draft seeks to estab-

lish “a new vision” for col-
laborative efforts involving
the numerous stakeholder
groups directly involved
with the park or holding
events there, he said, and
urges a reversal of “years of
reduced maintenance” for
Springside House and the
park itself.
McGrath asked commis-

sioners to review the draft
and add their comments
during the next meeting,
with the goal of possible
adoption in April or May.
The draft eventually ap-
proved by the commission,
he said, would then be sub-
mitted to the stakeholder
groups and the public for
comment.
As for funding sources,

the city has set aside up
to $500,000 in the capital
budget to provide matches
to grants that might be
obtained for restoration of
the Springside House and
other projects. One grant
application expected to go
out next month, McGrath
said, would seek funding
for roof, foundation and
runoff control work.
However, the overriding

emphasis will be on collab-
orative efforts to reduce
the cost of improvements,
he said.
Also this week, Richard

Rivers asked the commis-
sion to change the name
of Highland Park to honor
Porter, who died in July
2015.
Commissioners, who

last year approved chang-
ing the name of Pitt Park
to honor the late Rev. Wil-
lard and Rosemary Durant,
said they are in the process
of developing a policy for

considering such requests
and asked Rivers to wait
for that process to be com-
pleted.
“Everyone I have run

into had high praise for
Chris,” Rivers said of sup-
port he found for renaming
the park.
He asked commission-

ers whether he should sub-
mit a petition or take some
other approach to have the
change considered.
Simon Muil said the

commission hasn’t final-
ized a policy for consider-
ing park name changes,
and asked Rivers to hold
off on his effort until that
is completed, adding that
honoring Porter is “def-
initely worth consider-
ation.”
Jonah Sykes, develop-

ment manager with Berk-
shire United Way, and
Catherine Van Bramer, ex-
ecutive assistant to Mayor
Linda M. Tyer, presented a
proposal to install 10 Berk-
shire Book Houses in city
parks, mounted on poles or
otherwise set in place.

Sykes said United Way,
as part of the countywide
Berkshire Day of Giving
program, is working with
volunteers from Sabic
to construct the houses,
which will promote easy
access to books for chil-
dren and literacy. He said
10 would be located in city
parks and two others at
Pittsfield Housing Author-
ity housing complexes —
Dower Square and Wilson
Park.
Caretaker groups and in-

dividuals would be respon-
sible for keeping the book
houses maintained and
stocked, he said, and for
monitoring the sites on a
regular basis. Books could
be taken out from the small
“houses” and returned for
others to read. The houses
would be placed within dif-
ferent school districts in
the city.
Vandalism was a con-

cern raised by commission-
ers. Sykes said the place-
ment of the book houses
would be done with that
possibility in mind, and if

vandalism does occur, or-
ganizers would consider
changes.
“I can say themayor defi-

nitely is supportive of this,”
Van Bramer said of Tyer.
McGrath said each house

placement would be con-
sidered and approved sep-
arately, with some on posts
set in the ground and oth-
ersmounted on a structure.
Jackie McHugh, of the

Berkshire Humane Society,
won tentative approval for
a fundraiser on The Com-
mon on July 9, pending
further information on the
bands that would provide
music, a specific site plan
for the event and other de-
tails.
Commissioners said

that, since the event would
offer beer and wine sales,
they want to ensure good
precedents for reviewing
requests involving alcohol
sales are set since others
are likely to follow for the
park off First Street.

Contact Jim Therrien at
413-496-6247.

Draft
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Pittsfield has set aside $500,000to match and grants received for renovation of
Springside House and other projects.

The Associated Press

BOSTON» Ametal panel fell
off a train entering a Bos-
ton subway station and
apparently struck a wall
and then the electrified
third rail, filling the sta-
tion with smoke and forc-
ing the evacuation of two
trains, transit officials said
Wednesday.
The State Street station

on the Orange Line was
evacuated Tuesday night
when the 12 foot by 1 foot
metal panel became dis-
lodged, said Jeffrey Gonn-
eville, chief operating offi-
cer for the regional transit
system.
The train became dis-

abled after running over
the panel, Gonnevile said.
After passengers left the
train in an “orderly fash-
ion,” he said, a second train
entered the station and ran
over the panel while it was
still on the tracks, disabling
that train and causingmore
smoke to appear.
“Severa l emergency

alarms were pulled by
passengers onboard who
became rightfully con-
cerned,” Gonneville said in
a statement. “Because (the
train) was not fully to the

platform the doors were
automatically in the lock
position so some passen-
gers began to disembark
by using doors at the end
of some of the train cars
and by kicking out win-
dows and crawling out of
the train.”
There were no reports of

injuries on either of the six-
car trains, he said.
MBTA officials said they

believed the panel fell off
because fixtures that keep
it fastened to the side of the
car had deteriorated.
Transit officials ordered

overnight inspections of
all 120 Orange Line trains.
Joe Pesaturo, an MBTA
spokesman, said Wednes-
day the inspections turned
up no major issues but ex-
terior panels on 13 trains
were reinforced as a pre-
caution.
The Orange Line trains

are among the oldest in the
MBTA fleet, having gone
into service in 1978 and
1979. They are slated for re-
placement in 2018.
Inspections of the exte-

rior panels will now become
part of regularly scheduled
maintenance on the trains
until they are replaced,
Pesaturo said.

BOSTON

Metal panel falls off train,
hits electrified 3rd rail

ByPatrickWhittle
The Associated Press

PORTLAND, MAINE » Re-
searchers say they’ve found
an answer to the long-
standing question of where
Maine’s Atlantic puffins
spend the winter: far off
New Jersey and New York.
Puffins are the colorful

seabirds of the auk family
that are graceful in the wa-
ter and awkward on land
and air. The birds spend
the spring breeding season
and summer in coastal ar-
eas before heading out to
open ocean waters in the
autumn and winter.
The National Audubon

Society has described the
exact winter locations of
Maine’s puffins as “long a
mystery” to scientists. But
the organization said Tues-
day that locators recovered
from 19 puffins in recent
years show the birds spent a
chunk of the winter several
states away from Maine.
The areamost frequented

by puffins in the winter
was about 200 miles south-
east of Cape Cod, said Ste-
phen Kress, the director of
the Audubon Seabird Res-
toration Program. Kress
said the data showed puf-
fins winter over underwa-
ter canyons and sea moun-
tains in the Atlantic.

Audubon said its findings
represent the first time the
winter grounds of Maine-
breeding Atlantic puffins
have been mapped. It’s an
important discovery be-
cause puffins are a threat-
ened species and data
about their movements are
needed to inform conserva-
tion efforts, Kress said.
“Potential threats of com-

mercial fishing, offshore
wind and climate change
have prompted the need
for information on the non-
breeding movements and
wintering locations of sea-
birds that nest in the Gulf
of Maine,” he said.
Atlantic puffins have a

large total population esti-
mated at more than 10 mil-
lion, but the International
Union for Conservation of
Nature says that population
is declining.
The bird is a favorite

with birdwatchers and tour
groups and has been the
subject of vigorous conser-
vation efforts in localized
areas, including Maine,
where there are about 1,000
pairs of puffins. Puffins
nearly disappeared from
the Maine coast because of
hunting and egg collecting
in the 19th century but have
rebounded in the last four
decades thanks to restora-
tion efforts, Kress said.

Scientists say puffins
might spend the winter
off New Jersey coast

MAINEMYSTERY

ROBERT F. BUKATY — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE

Atlantic puffins congregate near their burrows on Eastern
Egg Rock, a small island off the coast of Maine. Scientists
say they have cracked the code about where Maine’s
beloved, colorful Atlantic puffins go in the winter. The
answer is somewhat surprising: they float out in offshore
waters off the New Jersey coast.

Progresso Vegetable Classic Soup............... 18.5oz 2/$3.00

Scott Extra Soft Mega Roll Bathroom Tissue ...... 20 roll $12.99

General Mills Honey Nut Cheerios................... 17oz 2/$6.00

Near East Rice ....................................... 5.4-6.3oz 3/$5.00

Poland Spring Water.................................28-16.9 pk $3.99

Hytop Paper Towels.......................................3 roll pk $1.99

Thai Kitchen Noodle Bowls............................asst.2.4 $1.79

Crescent Creamery 2% Milk...................... 1/2 gallon $1.89

Cabot Cheese Slices.........................................8oz 2/$6.00

Blueberries...........................................................pint $3.49

Pennsylvania Dutch Mushrooms....................... 8oz 2/$3.00

Romaine Hearts ...........................................3 pack 2/$5.00

Mixed Medley Tomatoes......................................... $3.99/lb

Boar’s Head Deluxe Boiled Ham ............................ $8.99/lb

Boar’s Head EverRoast Chicken............................. $8.99/lb

Boar’s Head Picante Provolone.............................. $8.49/lb

Boar’s Head Asiago Parmesan............................... $5.99/lb

Perdue Oven Stuffer Roasting Chicken .....................$.99/lb

Beef Round Boneless Back Rump Roast.................$3.69/lb

Beef Round Cube Steak..........................................$4.99/lb

Beef Round Boneless Center Cut Bottom Round Roast..... $3.69/lb

Beef Round Whole Eye Round Roast.......................$3.49/lb

Boneless Chicken Cutlets .......................................$3.99/lb

Beef Round Stewing Beef.......................................$4.99/lb

Perdue Chicken Nuggets…………12oz pkg...............$2.49

Wild Caught Cod Fillet ............................................$6.99/lb

Smithfield Bacon…………………1lb pkg .................$3.99

MEAT SPECIALS GROCERY

Main Street • Lenox • 637-0270 • Fax 637-3530
www.loebsfoodtown.com

Prices effective Feb 18-23

FOOD TOWN

DELI SPECIALS PRODUCE

CATERING AVAILABLE

WE OFFER CATERING
FOR ANY OCCASION

Open Daily 7am-6pm, Friday 7am-7pm, Sun 7am-4pm

DAIRY

Join us for Brunch!
Good news travels fast!

Our Sunday Brunch is something you must
experience. Many NEW items.
Every Sunday 11am – 2:30pm

Located In The Orchards Hotel 206 Adams Rd. Williamstown, MA 01267
www.galarestaurant.com 413-458-9611
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